
GCTS: Graduate Centre for Theological Studies; ILP: Individual Learning Plan

Student inquires 
about PhD program

Student enters 
Coursework stage

GCTS, member college 
Graduate Director or 

other designated college 
official answers inquiry

GCTS sets and  
announces admission 
deadlines on the TST 
website (September)

GCTS sets and announces 
Admissions Committee 

meetings (September)

Student 
applies to 
program

Member college Graduate 
Directors work with GCTS to 

review admissions files; 
recommend available supervisors; 

identify admissions language 
requirements (January-March)

GCTS assigns 
prospective  

supervisor with 
approval of member 

college Chief 
Academic Officer 

(January-March)

GCTS sends offers 
of admission with 

any applicable 
conditions 

(January-March)

Supervisor contacts student to 
welcome them and hear their 

interests; identifies two other faculty 
members for initial supervisory 

committee (March-August)

Supervisor 
convenes first 
supervisory 
committee 

meeting with 
student (August) 

Supervisory Committee meets 
with student to discuss 

individual learning plan (ILP) 
(August-early September) 

Student attends orientation 
session; registers for 

courses (August-September)

PhD Chart 1: Inquiry through Registration Process

Student 
accepts offer 

and meets any 
conditions (by 

July)

GCTS 
approves 

initial 
supervisory 
committee

Student reports on ILP through the 
submission of Student Progress Report to 

GCTS (October 1)
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