TRN 3575F/6575                Kierkegaard as Theological Resource               Khan, A.H.;   May 5- June 9, 2021
                                                                                                      ZOOM Class   1200—16:00 WednesdaysPRIVATE 

An introduction to some main ideas that are theologically and ethically relevant in Kierkegaard's thought: person, indirect communication, irony, edification, confession, sermon, scripture, Christ as model and redeemer. Attention will be given to Biblical figures shaping Kierkegaard's understanding of faith. Selected readings from Either/Or, Purity, Gospel of Suffering, Christian Discourses, Works of Love, Training, and Postscript. Lectures and class discussions of selected readings. Students are active participants and expected to make assigned presentations.
PREREQUISITE: Either a course in systematic theology, ethics, or philosophy of religion course, or by instructor’s permission.
Kierkegaard texts pagination cited below are from the old, not new Princeton translation. The new may be used by matching up pages (consult instructor). More secondary works will be mentioned in class.

Week 1: (May 5) Introduction- Kierkegaard as a religious thinker; SK's Denmark and writings; 
               Two theories in his corpus: stages and communication. 

Week 2: REPORT due on McKinnon's essay (500 words)

               Listener's role. Purity. ch. 12 ; Living as an individual. Purity. ch. 13

Week 3: Becoming a person/self. Either/Or 2, pp. 216-234

               Communication and rel. address. Postscript, pp. 67-74, 390-393 Nee Princeton Ed. 
.               Irony, humor, paradox, and offense. Postscript. Passim
Week  4: (May 26) SHORT PAPER DUE. Christ as model and redeemer. Gospel. ch. 1, 
                                                        and Training, pp. 157-166.

Week 5:  (June 2) SHORT PAPER DUE. Works of Love,  Part 2, Books, I, IX, X.

                                                        Suffering Sin and Joy in Chris. Disc. pp.101-110, 210-220.

Week 6:  What does Kierkegaard want? Attack Upon Christendom CLASS TEST, 60 minutes
REQUIREMENTS:

Participation in discussion and presentations         10%

Report (500 words) on McKinnon's essay             10% Due week 2
Short Paper, 1000 words, on "damage to the soul" 25% Due week 4
Short Paper, 1000 words “religious address vs poetic production,” 25% Due week 5
Class Test for one hour.                                        30% week 13

 (MA/ThM students to do test and submit a 2000-word paper on last week of class)
         See more below
TYPE submitted assignments. PENALTY of 5% daily off the grade of the late submission.  

Heed rules of plagiarism and submit work on due dates for this course.
Kierkegaard, Soren, The Point of View of My Work as an Author (NY: Harper Row, )

Paul Holmer, "On Understanding Kierkegaard," in A Kierkegaard Critique, 

             ed. Howard A. Johnson and Niels Thulstrup (Chicago: Gateway Edition, 1962) pp. 40‑53.

Bruce H. Kirmmse, Kierkegaard in Golden Age Denmark (Bloomington: Indiana Univ. Press, 1990)
Alastair McKinnon, "Kierkegaard" in Nineteenth Century Religious Thought in the West, 

edited by N. Smart, Vol. 1, (Camb.: Camb Univ.Press, 1988 )   

David Swenson, Something About Kierkegaard, Minneapolis: Augsburg Pub.House, 1945. Chapters 1 and 3. 

Julia Watkin, Kierkegaard ,London: Cassels, 1997
Sylvia Walsh, Thinking Christianly (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2009)
Abrahim H. Khan , “ ‘Forstand’ in Kierkegaad’s Upbuilding Discourses,,” (2020) 
Office hours after class or by appointment. Phone or e-mail Best way is by email 
Office: 313 Larkin, Trinity College, Tel. 978-3039; khanah @chass.utoronto.ca

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

                 To introduce students to 
                        Kierkegaard as a philosophical and religious thinker so as to gain an appreciation for his

                                      significance in modern theological reflections.
                        His writings, their aims, and their overall direction
                        Ways in which his writings implicate different areas – biblical, theological, historical,

                 psychological, and pastoral- that form the matrix of theological studies- 
                  and thus form a resource for theological reflections
COURSE OUTCOMES:

           The successful completion of this course by a student will mean being able to 

a) Describe the Kierkegaard corpus and identify the relevant theological books or portions of the corpus   

b) Understand the intention of the authorship as a response - historically to what?

c) Identify and develop an appreciation of main theological concepts and ideas that are useful in thinking theologically or working in a pastoral context. 

d) Identify and discuss Kierkegaard’s use of some biblical texts and personages.
e) Describe the socio-political situation in Kierkegaard’s Denmark and the role of the Church 
f) Reprt on two theories driving Kierkegaard’s thinking in the corpus.
Master’s degree students (MA/ThM), in addition to the above course requirements for basic degree students, will be expected to 

g) Identify and describe two secondary sources on Kierkegaard – each giving a comprehensive account or interpretation of his thought. (500-words paper for week 2)
h) Identify and discuss Kierkegaard’s disagreement with theological figures in 

      Copenhagen.
(500-word paper for week 3)
      g)   Write a brief explanatory and critical paper on one of the ideas discussed.

             (Discuss paper topic with to obtain permission from instructor to write on topic

      This paper is due the last week in class)           
