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EMP5325 RHETORIC AND POETICS FOR PREACHING  

 

Fall 2017 Classes Wednesdays: 11:00-1:00 

Prof. Paul S. Wilson: Office # 212; 416-585-4545(o); 416-761-1791 (h) 

paul.wilson@utoronto.ca  

Please email or phone during the day or evenings to consult or to make an appointment.  

 

Course Purpose 

The purpose of this course is to provide an introduction to rhetoric and poetics as they 

relate to preaching.  Rhetoric is concerned with the art of persuasion/ identification; it is 

concerned with oral ways of ordering thought; with words used well and effectively. 

Poetics is concerned with literary character, plot, metaphor, stories, and the like, and with 

ways of constructing what we say to maximum effect. What we may learn from ancient 

and contemporary sources can enhance our creativity and communication skills.  

There were five ‗canons‘ in ancient rhetoric: Invention (discovering what to say); 

Arrangement (how to order it most effectively); Style (how to best express it—elocution, 

figures of speech, etc.); Delivery; and Memory. We will mainly concentrate on the first 

three; poetics will be handled through literary theory.  

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Students successfully completing this course will be able to demonstrate the following 

learning outcomes:  

(a) in respect of general academic skills 

Use language in a way that enhances its persuasive ability. Speak in ways that 

encourage identification of the hearer with the subject matter. Gain the ability to 

critique using different literary criticisms and perspectives. 

 

(b) in respect of the understanding of the content of one or more theological disciplines 

Help students to understand theology as intentional discourse with planned effect. 

 

(c) in respect of personal and spiritual formation 

Students will find their spirituality deepened through greater awareness of the role and 

action of God in religious discourse.  

 

(d) in respect of ministerial and public leadership  

Students will develop skills with preaching. 

 

REQUIRED TEXTS 

 
Photocopied materials plus: 

 
Bonnycastle, Stephen. In Search of Authority: An Introductory Guide to Literary Theory.  

Third edition. Peterborough, ON: Broadview Press, 2007. 

mailto:paul.wilson@utoronto.ca
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Resner, Andre. Preaching and Cross: Person and Message in Theology and  
 Rhetoric. Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 1999. 
 

 

REQUIREMENTS 

 

1) Class attendance.  

2) Assigned weekly readings. Come to class prepared to discuss them. 

3) A 500 word book review of Resner, Preaching and Cross, due October 11. 

3) Two (10 min. max.) sermons, one preached (with written copies for the class) and a 

second one handed in as per the sign-up sheet: 

a) One will utilize rhetorical theory and will be submitted before reading week along 

with a brief rhetorical analysis of your sermon. 

 b) The second sermon will be deliberately poetic and imaginative, submitted with a 

brief poetics analysis of your sermon. 

4) Evaluation of class sermons using class theory. 

5) A 15-20 page essay on an aspect of rhetoric or poetics, the topic to be decided with the 

instructor, employing at least eight of the books on the bibliography. 

6) Students from other than Christian traditions are welcome in this class: some of the 

readings, or other requirements may be adjusted in consultation with the instructor to 

best meet your needs. 

 

 

COURSE OUTLINE 

 

1) Sept 13 Introduction. Advertising. Schemes & Tropes 

2) Sept 20  The Basics of Rhetoric; Persuasion & Identification 

  Long, ―And How Shall They Hear?‖  

Corbett, ―Five Canons of Rhetoric,‖ 

Sermon: Charles G. Adams, “Faith Critiques Faith” 

  Burke: Traditional Motives, 49-65. (Note that subsequent pages will be  

    read in subsequent weeks.) 

 Be prepared to discuss this sermon in the following categories: Subject matter 

(What is it about? What is said about it?); Congregation (note details from the 

sermon that indicate to you who the preacher is addressing).  Whom does the 

preacher exclude?); Character of the preacher (Do you like this person? Do your 

feelings toward the preacher change?); Authority of the Sermon (What supports 

the preacher’s claims—eg. Scripture, the office of preacher, experience, church 

tradition, doctrine, etc.); use of schemes. 

 

3) Sept 27 Ethos, Pathos, and Logos; Formal Appeal 

  Corbett, “Discovery of Arguments” pp. 80-94. 

Craddock , “Is  There Still Room for Rhetoric?” 

  Corbett, “Three Kinds…” + “Relevance….” 28-31. 

Sermons: Coffin, “Alex’s Death”                                                                  

      Theissen, “Life—A Hymn to God…” 
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Burke: Traditional Motives, 65-78.                                         

Be prepared to discuss the sermons according to schemes, ethos and 

pathos. 

 

4) Oct 4  Logos: The Canons of Invention and Arrangement; Imagination 

 Aristotle, Rhetoric (photocopied selections) 

 Burke: Traditional Motives, 78-90. 

 Troeger, ―Imagining a Sermon‖ 

 Carolyn Ann Knight, ―When All Hell Breaks Loose‖ 

Read the sermons with a view to:  

a) Definition, Comparison, Relationship, Circumstances, Testimony.    

b) Three Kinds of Appeal—Persuasion; Syllogism; Enthymeme.    

 c) Introduction, Statement of Fact, Confirmation, Refutation, 

     

5) Oct 11    Seminar on the textbook: Andre Resner, Preaching and Cross:  

  Person and Message in Theology and Rhetoric. Come to class a 500-

  word review of this book with a question you are prepared to discuss 

  in relation to the book. 

  

6) Oct 18   Class Sermons: demonstrate your use of rhetoric: 

Due: First Sermon (preach and hand in with a rhetorical analysis of it). 

 Preachers: 1)     2)     3)  4) 

 

READING WEEK: Begin writing your essay – consult with the instructor beforehand. 

 

7) Nov 1 Poetics: Metaphor, Simile, Analogy, Allegory   

  Hawkes, Metaphor 

  David Reid, “The Problem with Allegory in Preaching” 

Sermons: Fred Craddock, “Have You Ever Heard John Preach?”  

Barbara Brown Taylor, ―Bothering God‖ 

 Be prepared to discuss the sermons according to tropes (refer to class 1 materials). 

 

8) Nov 8  Poetics & The Canon of Style:   

  Aristotle, Poetics (photocopied selections) 

  Danesi, Marcel. Poetic Logic, 19-52. 

Sermons: Tom Troeger ―Rising River‖ (preaching an image) 

     Alyce McKenzie on preaching Proverbs (preaching a verse) 

 Be prepared to discuss the sermons according to poetics theory to date. 

 

9) Nov 15   Poetics: Performance and ‘Proclamation’ Language + Literary theory 

  Bonnycastle, In Search of Authority, Part One 

Sermons: Barbara Lundblad, ―After Emmaus‖ 

     Vashti Murphy McKenzie, ―Same No More‖ 

 Be prepared to discuss the sermons according to poetics theory to date. 
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10) Nov 22 Poetics: Types of Literary Criticism 

  Bonnycastle, In Search of Authority, Part Two. 

Sermons: Charles Rice, ―Sermon for Easter Day‖ 

     Fleming Rutledge, ―The Trinity in the Last Ditch.‖ 

 Be prepared to discuss the sermons according to poetics theory to date. 

 

 

11) Nov 29  Poetics: Types of Literary Criticism 

  Bonnycastle, In Search of Authority, Parts Three and Four. 

 

12) Dec 6  Class Sermons 

  Preachers: 1)     2)     3)  4)   

 

  

 

FINAL EVALUATION        

Class preparation, attendance, informed participation 

    and book review:   20%    

Essay:        40%                    

Sermon 1:       20%   

Sermon 2:       20%    

 

Total:        100% 

             
 
SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 
Aristotle, The Complete Works of Aristotle. Volume 2. Jonathan Barnes, ed. Princeton,  

NJ: Princeton University Press, 1985. 
Bartow, Charles L. God’s Human Speech: A Practical Theology of Proclamation. Grand  Rapids, 
 Mi: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1997. 
Barzun, Jacques. Simple and Direct: A Rhetoric for Writers. Rev. ed. Chicago, IL: 
 University of Chicago Press, 1994. 
Behn, Robin, and Chase Twichell, eds. The Practice of Poetry. New York, NY: Harper Collins, 
 1992. 
Bland, Dave and David Fleer, eds. Preaching character: Reclaiming Wisdom's Paradigmatic 
 Imagination for Transformation. Abilene, TX: Abilene Christian University Press, 
c2010. 
Bonnycastle, Stephen. In Search of Authority: An Introductory Guide to Literary Theory,  

Third edition. Peterborough, ON: Broadview Press, 2007. 
Bridges, Linda and Wm. F. Rickenbacker, The Art of Persuasion: A National Review  

Rhetoric for Writers, New York: Continuum, 1993. 
Brock, Bernard L., Robert L. Scott, James W. Chesebro. Methods of Rhetorical Criticism: 
 A Twentieth-Century Perspective. Detroit: Wayne State U., 1980. 
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Burke, Kenneth. A Rhetoric of Motives. Los Angeles: University of California Press, 1950. Esp. 
 49-90. 
_____________. The Rhetoric of Religion: Studies on Logology. Los Angeles: University of 
 California Press, 2004 [1961]. 
Bygrave, Stephen. Kenneth Burke: Rhetoric and Ideology, Critics of the Twentieth Century. 1st , 
 Kindle Edition. London, U.K.: Routledge, 2012. 
Corbett, Edward P. J. Classical Rhetoric for the Modern Student, 4

th
 Edition, Oxford  

 University Press, 1998. 
Copeland, Lewis, and Lawrence W. Lamm. The World’s Great Speeches. Mineola, NY:  Dover 
 Publications, 1973. 
Cunningham, David S. Faithful Persuasion: in Aid of a Rhetoric of Christian Theology. Notre 
 Dame, IN: University of Notre Dame Press, 1990. 
Danesi, Marcel. Poetic Logic:The Role of Metaphor in Thought, Language, and Culture. 
 Madison, WI: Atwood Publishing, 2004. 
de Landtsheer, Christ'l and Ofer Feldman. Beyond Public Speech and Symbols: Explorations in 
 the Rhetoric of Politicians and the Media. Westport, CN.: Praeger, 2000. 
de Velasco, Antonio and Melody Lehn, eds. Rhetoric: Concord and Controversy. Long Grove, 
 IL: Waveland Press, 2012. 
Eggleton, Terry. Literary Theory: An Introduction. Oxford: Basil Blackwell, 1983. 

Farnsworth, Ward. Classical English Rhetoric. Boston: David R. Godine, Publisher, 2011. 
Flesch, Rudolf. The Art of Readable Writing. New York, NY: Macmillan Publishing 
 Company, 1962. 
Florence, Anna Carter. Preaching as Testimony. Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2007. 
Foss, Sonja K., Karen A. Foss, and Robert Trapp. Contemporary Perspectives on 
 Rhetoric. Prospect Heights, IL: Waveland Press, 1994. 
Gill, Ann. Rhetoric and Human Understanding. Prospect Heights, IL: Waveland Press, 1994. 
Hauser, Gerhard A. Introduction to Rhetorical Theory, second edition. Prospect Heights,  

IL: Waveland  Press, Inc., 2002. 
Hawkes, Terrance. Metaphor, Open University, 1972.  
Heinricks, Jay. Thank You for Arguing. New York: Three Rivers Press, 2013. 
Jacobsen, David & Robert Kelly. Kairos Preaching: Speaking Gospel to the Situation. Fortress 
 2009. 
Kearns, Michael S. Rhetorical Narratology. Lincoln, Nebraska: U of Nebraska Press,  

1999. 
Kennedy, George A. Classical Rhetoric: and Its Classical and Secular Tradition. 
 Chapel Hill and London: University of North Carolina Press, 1980. 
______________. A New History of Classical Rhetoric. Princeton, NJ: Princeton 
 U. Press. 1994. 
______________. New Testament Interpretation Through Rhetorical Criticism.  Chapel 
 Hill and London: University of North Carolina Press, 1984. 
Kennedy, Rodney. The Creative Power of Metaphor: A Rhetorical Homiletics.  

Lanham: University Press of America, 1993. 
Graves, Michael. The Sermon as Symphony: Preaching the Literary Forms of the New 
 Testament. Valley Forge, Pa.: Judson Press, 1997. 
Gross, Allan G. Rhetorical Hermeneutics: Invention and Interpretation in the Age of  

Science. Albany: State University of New York, 1997. 
Lares, Jameela. Milton and the Preaching Arts. Cambridge, UK: James Clarke, 2001. 
Lakoff, George, and Mark Turner. More Than Cool Reason: A Field Guide to  

Poetic  Metaphor. Chicago, Ill.: The University of Chicago Press, 1989. 
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Leith, Sam. Words Like Loaded Pistols: Rhetoric from Aristotle to Obama. New York, 
 New York: Basic Books, 2012. 
Lischer, Richard. The End of Words: The Language of Reconciliation in a Culture of 
 Violence. Grand Rapids, Mi.: Eerdmans, 2005. 
Long, Thomas G.  Preaching and the Literary Forms of the Bible. Philadelphia, PA: 
 Fortress Press, 1989. 
Long, Thomas & Cornelius Plantinga, eds. A Chorus of Witnesses: Model Sermons  

for Today’s Preacher, Grand Rapids, Mi.: Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 1994. 
Loscalzo, Craig A. Preaching Sermons that Connect: Effective Communication Through 
 Identification. Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1992. 
Mack, Burton L. Rhetoric and New Testament. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1990. 
Martin, Stephanie and Lyn Darnley. The Teaching Voice. San Diego, AC: Singular  

Press, 1996. 
McClure, John S. The Four Codes of Preaching: Rhetorical Strategies. Minneapolis: 
 Fortress Press, 1991. 
McGowan, John, ed. Postmodernism and its Critics. Ithaca and London: Cornell 
 University Press. 1991. 
McKnight, Edgar J. The Bible and the Reader: An Introduction to Literary  

Criticism. Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1985.  
Meyers, Robin R. With Ears to Hear: Preaching as Self-Persuasion. New York:  

The Pilgrim Press, 1993. 
Perelman, Chaim. The Realm of Rhetoric. Notre Dame, In.: U. of Notre Dame Press, 1982. 
Reid, Robert Stephen. The Four Voices of Preaching: Connecting Purpose and Identity 
 Behind the Pulpit. Grand Rapids, Mi.: Brazos Press, 2006.  
Resner, Andre. Preaching and Cross: Person and Message in Theology and  
 Rhetoric. Grand Rapids, Mi.: Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 1999. 
Quintilian, Institutes of Oratory. Volume 1. London: George Bell and Sons, 1907. 
Rottenberg, Annette. Elements of Argument: A Text and Reader. New York, NY:  

St. Martin‘s Press, 1988. 
Safire, William, ed. Lend Me Your Ears: Great Speeches in History. New York, NY: 
 W. W. Norton & Company, 1992. 
Sanders, Barry. The Private Death of Public Discourse. Boston: Beacon Press, 1998. 
Selden, Raman, & Peter Widdowson. A Reader’s Guide to Contemporary Literary  

Theory. Third edition. Lexington, Kentucky: University of Kentucky Press, 1993. 
Strunk, William, & E.B. White. The Elements of Style. 3

rd
 edition. New York, NY: 

 Macmillan Publishing Co., Inc., 1979. 
Thomas, Francis-Noel, and Mark Turner. Clear and Simple as the Truth: Writing Classic 
 Prose.  Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1994. 
Trible, Phyllis. Rhetorical Criticism: Context, Method, and the Book of Jonah. Minneapolis: 
 Fortress Press, 1994. 
Don M. Wardlaw, ed., Preaching Biblically; Creating Sermons in the Shape of Scripture. 
 Philadelphia: The Westminster Press, 1983. 
Webb, Stephen H. The Divine Voice: Christian Proclamation and the Theology of Sound. Grand 
 Rapids, Michigan: Brazos Press, 2004. 
Webb, Joseph. Preaching Without Notes. Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 2001. 
Welch, Kathleen E. Electric Rhetoric: Classical Rhetoric, Oralism, and a New Literacy.  

Cambridge Mass.: MIT Press, 1999. 
Wilder, Amos. Early Christian Rhetoric. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press,  1980. 
Williams, James D. An Introduction to Classical Rhetoric: Essential Readings. Oxford, UK: 
John  Wiley & Sons, Ltd., 2009. 
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Wills, Gary. Lincoln at Gettysburg: The Words That Remade America. New York, NY: Simon 
 & Schuster, 1992. 
Wilson, Paul Scott. The Practice of Preaching . Nashville, Tennessee: Abingdon Press, 1995. 
______________. The Practice of Preaching. Second edition (substantially revised). Nashville, 
 Tennessee: Abingdon Press, 2007.  
________________. Setting Words on Fire: Putting God at the Center of the Sermon. Nashville. 
 Tennessee: Abingdon Press, 2008. 
Zarefsky, David. Rhetorical Perspectives on Argumentation: Selected essays by David Zarefky. 
 New York: Springer, 2014. 


