
Student writes/revises draft 
proposal under guidance of 

supervisor (within three 
months)

Supervisor
satisfied with

draft

After general examinations (PhD) or 
comprehensive examination (DMin), Student 

proceeds to Thesis Proposal stage

Student sends copies of draft 
to other members of 

supervisory committee

Supervisory 
Committee accepts 

draft proposal

Supervisor sends final thesis proposal and 
signed Thesis Proposal Approval form to GCTS

Student has achieved 
candidacy and proceeds to 

Thesis Writing stage

PhD / DMin Chart 4: Thesis Proposal Process

Supervisory
Committee members
deem proposal to be

assessment-
ready

YesNo
Supervisor convenes meeting 
of supervisory committee and 
student for oral assessment 

(within one month)

Student submits revised 
version of proposal to 

committee (within 3 months)

Supervisory
Committee approves 

revised version
with required
modifications

GCTS: Graduate Centre for Theological Studies
REB: UofT Research Ethics Board

Student revises proposal if REB requires, submits 
revised proposal to supervisor and supervisory 
committee for approval; forwards copy of REB 

approval to GCTS and supervisor

Does project 
involve human 

subjects?

Yes

GCTS checks approval form(s), 
composition of committee, completion 

of coursework, required languages

GCTS archives thesis proposal and 
approval form(s); sends copies to 

registrar (or designate) at member college

No

Student follows the Research Ethics Submission 
Process for TST Graduate Students; writes human 

research ethics protocol; obtains sign off by 
supervisor and GCTS

Student sends signed 
protocol to Research 

Ethics Board (REB) for 
research ethics approval

YesOutright

Yes

No

Student must convene supervisory committee meetings 
at least once a year (April-May) and submit Student 

Progress Report to GCTS (by June 1)
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