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Exper&se Examina&on in Biblical Hebrew – Resources 
 
Parsing: 
 
Parsing involves breaking a word down into its component gramma5cal parts. In dealing with 
Hebrew this is very important since a single Hebrew word may contain a variety of elements 
that could correspond to a number of words in English. At the same 5me, the ability to strip 
away added elements will help you iden5fy the root word, which is necessary in order to find it 
in the lexicon and determine the meaning. 
 

Nouns: 
 

If the root is a noun, the following elements may be present: 
 

1. The waw conjunc5on. 
2. A preposi5on, which may or may not be inseparable. 
3. The ar5cle, some5mes only indicated by a vowel (e.g., if there is an inseparable preposi5on). 
4. The noun must be classified according to:  (a) gender 

(b) number 
5. A substan5ve (includes nouns, adjec5ves, par5ciples) will be either:  (a) bound 

(b) free 
(c) suffixed 

6. The root will be the form found in the lexicon (usually masculine singular). 
7. A suffixed pronoun, which must be classified according to its:  (a) person 

(b) gender 
(c) number 

 
Verbs: 
 

If the root is a verb, the following elements may be present: 
 

1. The waw conjunc5on. 
2. The verb must be iden5fied in terms of:  (a) person 

(b) gender 
(c) number 
(d) aspect (perfect, imperfect, impera5ve, jussive) 
or tense (preterite) 
(e) binyan (qal, niphal, hiphil, etc.) 

3. The root should be cited according to the 3 ms qal perfect. 
4. A suffixed pronoun must be classified according to its: (a) person 

(b) gender 
(c) number 
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Poe3c Features: 
 
Petersen, David L., and Kent Harold Richards. Interpre3ng Hebrew Poetry. GBS, OT Series. 

Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1992. 
Watson, Wilfred G. E. Classical Hebrew Poetry: A Guide to Its Techniques. JSOTSup, vol. 26. 

Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1984. 
Watson, Wilfred G. E. Tradi3onal Techniques in Classical Hebrew Poetry. JSOTSup, vol. 170. 

Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1994. 
 
Grammar and Syntax: 
 
Any of the standard Hebrew grammars, including: 
 

Thomas O. Lambdin, Introduc3on to Biblical Hebrew (New York: Scribner’s Sons, 1971), §§98, 
107, 132, 196-97. 

Choon-Leong Seow, A Grammar for Biblical Hebrew, rev. ed. (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1995), 
pp. 149-51. 

 
An intermediate guide to syntax, including: 
 

Bruce K. Waltke & M. O’Connor, An Introduc3on to Biblical Hebrew Syntax (Winona Lake, IN: 
Eisenbrauns, 1990), chs. 32-34, 38-39. 

 


